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SUBJECT: REPORT OF "RE-EDUCATION" CAMP IN ATTOPEU 

REF: 76 VIENTIANE 2574 

1 . A CAMBODIAN MAN WHO WAS DETAINED IN AN LPDR RE- 
EDUCATION CAMP IN ATTOPEU FROM ABOUT MARCH 1976 
THROUGH MARCH 1977 WHEN HE WAS RELEASED FOR DEMONSTRAT- 
ING A "PROPER POLITICAL ATTITUDE" DESCRIBED PRISON 

CAMP CONDITIONS TO EMBOFF. 

2. HE SAID THAT THERE WERE TWO RE-EDUCATION CAMP 
SITES LOCATED ABOUT THIRTEEN KILOMETERS FROM THE CITY 
OF ATTOPEU WHERE FORMER ROYAL LAO ARMY (RLA) SOLDIERS 
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE HELD, AS REPORTED REFTEL. 

HIGH RANKING RLA OFFICERS WERE HELD IN A PRISON LOCATED 
IN ATTOPEU CITY. SOME ARMY OFFICERS HELD IN THE PRISON 
WERE SHACKLED ABOUT THE WAIST AND FEET BY CHAINS THAT 
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WERE NEVER REMOVED. 

3. SOURCE KNEW OF ONLY ONE EXECUTION OF A "RE-EDUCA- 
TION" CAMP INMATE. THREE FORMER RLA SOLDIERS ATTEMPTED 
TO ESCAPE, BUT WERE CAPTURED. TWO OF THE THREE 
SUCCEEDED ON A SECOND TRY BUT THE THIRD WHO HAD CHOSEN 
TO REMAIN IN THE CAMP WAS EXECUTED. 
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4. INMATES IN THE RE-EDUCATION CAMP WORKED IN RICE 
FIELDS, AND ON ROAD AND IRRIGATION PROJECTS. PRISONERS 
ATE A MONOTONOUS DIET OF STICKY RICE AND "PADECK" OR 
FERMENTED FISH SAUCE. ONCE A WEEK CAMP INMATES WERE 
PERMITTED TRIPS TO THE LOCAL MARKET. 

5. ABOUT THIRTY PERCENT OF THE CAMP INMATES WERE 
ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN. ALTHOUGH 
SOME CHILDREN LIVING IN THE RE-EDUCATION CAMPS 
ATTENDED SCHOOLS IN THE NEIGHBORING VILLAGES, THERE 
WERE SPECIAL SCHOOLS FOR MOST OF THE CAMP'S CHILDREN. 

A STRICT RULE, HOWEVER. PROHIBITED RE-EDUCATION CAMP 
INMATES AND THEIR ADULT CHILDREN FROM MARRYING LOCAL 
VILLAGERS. 

MCWILLIAMS 
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